Background: Leprosy stigma is a kind of social stigma, a strong feeling that a leprosy patient is shameful and is not accepted normally in society. It is also called leprosy-related stigma, lepro-stigma, and stigma of leprosy.
INTRODUCTION:
The public still has misconceptions about leprosy, with persistent beliefs that it is highly contagious. In the twentyfirst century, agencies such as The Leprosy Mission started campaign to end these misconceptions and worked to educate people about leprosy, its causes, and how it is transmitted. They looked for people with the disease to be identified so they can be treated and limit the physical damage, as well as control contagion. 1 In the twenty-first century, effective, free treatment was available through WHO. In many parts of the world, lay people still believe the disease to be incurable. 2 The multi-drug therapy provided free to countries where the disease is endemic provides a reliable cure for leprosy.
Stigma in leprosy is a social process of interpretation which follows labeling, stereotyping, separation, resultant discrimination and the loss of status. Begging was often the obliged work for leprosy affected person which is considered as the most disgraced occupation in Thailand. 3 In Thai culture, "leprosy" and "leprosy with disability" are still translated as Khi ruan and Khi thut to degrade another person. Therefore, measurement of perceived stigma towards leprosy in community members is a significant means of reflecting the attitudes and the stereotypes attached to leprosy in a particular society. Leprosy treatment center in western Nepal, perceptions such as "leprosy is difficult to treat", and "is a severe disease" were found associated with higher level of perceived stigma. 9 In Myanmar, the lack of knowledge regarding leprosy and perceptions were attributed to the stigma addressing the urgent need of health education. 10 There 
